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 ALDERWASLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026 at St Margaret’s Hall 

Present: Mr C Wheatcroft in the Chair, Mr D Deaville, Mr W Dickinson, Mr K MacArthur, Mr K 

Matkin, Mr M Oulton, DCC Councillor Hatchett, one member of the Public and Clerk  
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1/26 Election of Chair 

RESOLVED to elect Councillor Wheatcroft as Chair, proposed by Councillor Matkin 

and seconded by Councillor Dickinson.  Councillor Wheatcroft signed a declaration of 

acceptance of office 

2/26 Election of Vice Chair 

RESOLVED to elect Councillor MacArthur as Vice Chair, proposed by Councillor 

Deaville and seconded by Councillor Dickinson.  Councillor MacArthur signed a 

declaration of acceptance of office 

3/26 Apologies for Absence 

None 
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4/26 Declarations of Members’ Interest 

Councillor MacArthur declared an interest in any arboreal applications as a relative is 

an AVBC Officer, Councillor Wheatcroft declared an interest as he is secretary of St 

Margaret’s Village Hall Committee 

5/26 Change in Order of Business   

None 

6/26 Public Speaking 

A member of the public reported that Halfpenny bridge had been closed again for 4 

weeks due to being damaged by a vehicle.  She had spoken to DCC and had been told 

that the Council had very little funding to keep carrying out the repairs and could result 

in the bridge being closed permanently in the future.  She said the closures create 

disruption for farms and residents, and that the diversion routes include low bridges 

which machinery cannot pass under.   Councillor Hatchett asked the Parish Council to  

write to DCC Highways and request a site meeting to discuss the issues 

7/26 Minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 March 2026 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Council meeting held on 17 March 2026 

and they were signed by the Chair as a true record  

8/26 Finance 

(a) RESOLVED to approve the following payments 

Chq no    Payee       £ 
000681   I.C.O  £52.00 
000682   E.M Audit Services Ltd £80.00 
000683   Elms Contracting Ltd £720.00 
000684   Staff  £808.24                                                         
 
(b) RESOLVED to note the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026, showing 
reserves of £10,870.45 
(c) RESOLVED to note the Internal Auditor’s report and to appoint East Midlands 
Audit Services Ltd for 2026/27 
(d) RESOLVED to note the explanation of significant variances 
(e) Agar 2025/26 – RESOLVED to approve the Certificate of Exemption 
(f) Agar 2025/26 – RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement 
(g) Agar 2025/26 – RESOLVED to approve the Accounting Statements 

  

9/26 Items for consideration and decision 

(a) Annual Site Inspections 
(i) Old Hall Site – All boundaries are intact, no issues raised 

(ii) Kennel Wood – Leaning tree identified, Councillor Dickinson to ask J Mackrell for a 

quote to push it down and leave it in the wood for the natural habitat.  Hung branch in 

the telephone wires on the Higg Lane boundary.  RESOLVED for the clerk to report it 

to Openreach via the online portal 

(b) Cemetery 

 (i) RESOLVED to sign a burial deed for grave number 265 

 (ii) RESOLVED to approve an additional memorial inscription for grave number 225 

(c) Schedule of meetings 2026/27 
RESOLVED to approve a schedule of meetings for the municipal year 2026/27 
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Date  Time Description 

21.7.26 7.30pm Cemetery inspection followed by Full Council 
15.9.26 8pm Full Council 
17.11.26 8pm Full Council 

19.1.27 8pm Full Council 
16.3.27 8pm Full Council  

18.5.27 7pm Old Hall site inspection, Kennel Wood inspection followed 
by Full Council 

(d) Policies 

RESOLVED to approve and adopt the following policies 

(i) Data Protection Policy    

(ii) Complaints Procedure 

(iii) Financial regulations 

(iv) Standing orders  

(v) Privacy statements for Cemetery, Staff & Councillors and General   

(vi) Document retention and disposal policy  

(vii) Press & Media Policy 

(viii) Freedom of information   

(ix) Vexatious Policy  

(x) Information Security Incident policy 

(xi) Equality and Diversity policy 

(xii) Co-option Policy 

(xiii) Disciplinary and Grievance policies 

(xiv) Public Speaking at Council meetings policy 

(e) Annual Subscriptions 

       RESOLVED to note the Council’s annual subscriptions paid in 2025/26 

  DALC £314.86 

 (f) Expenditure incurred under S137 

                 RESOLVED to note the Council’s expenditure incurred under S137 in 2025/26 

  RBL £23.00 

 (g) Planning Sub Committee 

RESOLVED to appoint a Planning Sub Committee and agree the terms of 

reference as follows; any 3 from 6 Members to meet on the third Tuesday of the 

alternate month to Council meetings when required and to make comments on 

planning applications on behalf of the Council   

 (h) Village Hall Management Committee Representatives 

RESOLVED to appoint Councillors Dickinson and Wheatcroft as the Council’s 

representatives on the Committee 

10/26 Consideration of Planning Applications  

(a) AVA/2026/0184 – Installation of 24 ground mounted solar photovoltic array and 

installation of 3 x wall mounted battery storage units at Oakhill Farm, Wirksworth 

Road, Whatstandwell, Matlock 

 RESOLVED to note the comments previously submitted 

The Council would question some of the points in the above application’s design and 

access statement  
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2) LAYOUT - 24 panel ground mounted display (14M x 6.25M)  

 

3) SCALE - The physical scale of the array has been deliberately constrained to ensure 

a low profile installation - ensuring that the scale of the display does not dominate or 

overshadow the neighbouring amenity space 

 

4) APPEARANCE - The aesthetic impact has been carefully mitigated through material 

selection set against the backdrop of a commercial working farm which features large 

scale agricultural barns and an industrial cow shed. The array will blend discretely  

 

The Council would point out that the site lies just inside the W.H.S. buffer zone and 

that the importance of the designation speaks for itself.  The ground mounting/low level 

siting means that the array can be seen more easily from the adjacent well used 

footpath as well as the neighbouring property. Since some foliage clearance has taken 

place, there is also visibility from across the valley at Coddington 

 

The description of large scale agricultural buildings and an industrial cowshed suggest 

a somewhat inverted comparison with reality. The present old farm buildings have 

blended with their surroundings for many years, unlike the proposal 

11/26 Dalc 

 RESOLVED to note the April and May newsletters 

12/26 Items for Information 

 RESOLVED to note the following items 

(a) St Margaret’s Village Hall Accounts 2025/26 
(b) WACAG – Objection regarding AVA/2026/0184 

13/26 Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 21 July 2026 – 7.30pm Cemetery inspection, the Council meeting will follow 
immediately after  

14/26 Staff 

The Clerk made the Council aware that she was intending to leave at the end of the 

year. RESOLVED to set up a Staffing Committee and appoint Councillors Deaville, 

MacArthur and Wheatcroft to the Committee.  Terms of reference for the Committee 

are to carry out the complete process of recruitment for a replacement Clerk and to 

meet as and when necessary and the Committee’s minutes to be approved by Full 

Council 


